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could do that it would postpone the day of over-popu-
lation still further, and make easier conditions for our
people in the next generations. In the second place,
the islands which we have taken from Spain never can
be the residence of American families, removing and
settling to make their homes there. The climatic con-
ditions forbid it. Although Spaniards have established
themselves in Spanish America, even in the tropics, the
evils of Spanish rule have largely arisen from the fact
that Spaniards have gone to the colonies as adventurers,
eager to make fortunes as quickly as possible, that they
might return to Spain to enjoy them. That the relation
of our people to these possessions will have that character
is already apparent. It is, therefore, inaccurate to speak
of a colonial system in describing our relation to these
dependencies, but as we have no other term, let us use
this one and inquire what kind of a colonial system we are
to establish.
I. Spain stands, in modern history, as the first state
to develop and apply a colonial system to her outlying
possessions. Her policy was to exclude absolutely all
non-Spaniards from her subject territories and to exploit
them for the benefit of Spain, without much regard for
the aborigines or the colonists. The cold and unneces-
sary cruelty of the Spaniards to the aborigines is appall-
ing, even when compared with the treatment of the
aborigines by other Europeans. A modern economist
stands aghast at the economic measures adopted by
Spain, as well in regard to her domestic policy as to her
colonies. It seems as if those measures could only have
been inspired by some demon of folly, they were so de-
structive to her prosperity. She possesses a large liter-
ature from the last three centuries, in which her publicists
discuss with amazement the question whether it was a